
Rule 3. Commencement of Action  
(a) In general. A Landlord and Tenant action shall be commenced by delivering to the 
Clerk a verified Complaint for Possession of Real Property completed on one of the 
following Landlord and Tenant forms: Form 1A (Nonpayment of Rent—Residential 
Property), Form 1B (Violation of Obligations of Tenancy or Other Grounds for Eviction—
Residential Property), Form 1C (Nonpayment of Rent and Other Grounds for Eviction—
Residential Property), or Form 1D (Commercial Property). Along with the complaint, the 
plaintiff also shall deliver to the Clerk a prepared Form 1S (Summons to Appear in Court 
and Notice of Hearing), which shall be accompanied by information for litigants, as 
determined by administrative orders issued by the Chief Judge. The plaintiff shall 
provide the Clerk with the original complaint and summons and with a copy of the 
complaint and summons for each defendant named in the complaint. 
(b) Claims. In addition to a claim for possession of real property, an original or amended 
complaint in one of the forms set out in section (a) may include a claim for the recovery 
of personal property located in the premises and belonging to the plaintiff. The 
complaint also may include a claim for a money judgment based on rent in arrears, 
provided that no money judgment shall be rendered against the defendant unless he 
has been personally served or unless he asserts a counterclaim or a defense of 
recoupment or setoff. If the defendant fails to appear, the verification set out in these 
Rules shall entitle the plaintiff to a judgment by default in accordance with Rule 14. 
 
COMMENT 
 
      D.C. Code § 16-1501 requires that a complaint for possession be made “under oath 
verified by the person aggrieved by the detention, or by his agent or attorney having 
knowledge of the facts.” Therefore, although SCR-Civ. 9-I is incorporated into the 
Landlord and Tenant Rules, a complaint for possession must be verified under oath 
before a notary public or other person authorized by law to administer an oath and may 
not be based on an unsworn declaration. See SCR-Civ. 9-I(e). 
  


