
 

 

Rule 11. Issuance of Orders  
(a) Order issued when both parties are present.  All protection orders entered by the 
Court shall be in writing, and a copy shall be hand delivered to each party to the pro-
ceedings. The Court shall explain the meaning of the order to the parties and shall ad-
vise the parties that violation of the order may result in: 
   (1) a criminal contempt prosecution involving a fine or penalty of not more than $ 
1,000, imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, or both; and/or 
   (2) a misdemeanor prosecution involving a fine or penalty of not more than $ 1,000, 
imprisonment for not more than 180 days, or both. 
(b) Consent order.  When the respondent has consented to having a civil protection 
order issued, the Court shall make sufficient inquiry to be assured that: 
   (1) the respondent voluntarily consented to the issuance of the civil protection order 
issued; and 
   (2) the parties understand the contents of the order. 
(c) Order issued in the absence of respondent.  When a civil protection order or tem-
porary protection order is issued without the respondent's presence, the Court may de-
liver an additional copy of the order to the petitioner for service upon the respondent. 
The Court shall inform the petitioner that the order is valid and effective, but that the re-
spondent cannot be held in contempt of Court for violation of the order unless the viola-
tion is committed after the respondent is legally served with a copy of it pursuant to 
Domestic Violence Unit Rule 3. For good cause shown, the Court may order that a 
member of the Metropolitan Police Department serve the order upon the respondent or 
take other steps necessary to effectuate the Court's order. 
(d) Issuance of order against both parties.  The Court may not issue a civil protection 
order unless a petition signed under oath has been filed and served upon the individual 
who is the subject of the order pursuant to Domestic Violence Unit Rules 2 and 3 and 
the Court, after a hearing, has made specific findings that there is good cause to believe 
that the individual has committed or is threatening to commit an intrafamily offense. 
However, the Court may, as a condition of the issuance of a civil protection order in fa-
vor of any party, require that party to abide by such fair and reasonable conditions as 
are consistent with the requirements of D.C. Code § 16-1005(c) and are necessary and 
appropriate to ensure fairness and facilitate compliance with the civil protection order. 
(e) Available remedies.  The Court may issue a civil protection order if, after a hearing, 
the Court finds that there is good cause to believe the respondent has committed or is 
threatening an intrafamily offense, or a consent order is reached pursuant to section (b) 
of this Rule. The Court may: 
   (1) direct the respondent to refrain from the conduct committed or threatened and to 
keep the peace toward the family member; 
   (2) require the respondent, alone or in conjunction with any other member of the fam-
ily before the Court, to participate in psychiatric, medical, or other appropriate testing or 
treatment or counseling programs; 
   (3) direct the respondent to avoid the presence of the family member endangered 
and not to contact that person, directly or indirectly through a third party; 
   (4) direct the respondent to refrain from entering, or to vacate, the dwelling unit of the 
petitioner when the dwelling is: 



 

 

      (A) marital property of the parties, or 
      (B) jointly owned, or 
      (C) owned, leased, or rented by the petitioner individually, or 
      (D) jointly owned, leased, or rented by the petitioner and a person other than the 
respondent; 
   (5) direct the respondent to relinquish the use of certain personal property owned 
jointly by the parties or owned by the petitioner individually; 
   (6) award temporary custody of a minor child of the parties; 
   (7) determine visitation rights with appropriate restrictions to protect the safety of the 
petitioner and the minor children; 
   (8) award child support pursuant to the D.C. Child Support Guideline; 
   (9) award monetary relief to the petitioner that is appropriate to the effective resolu-
tion of the matter, including but not limited to rent or mortgage payments and reim-
bursement for damaged property or medical bills; 
   (10) award litigation costs and attorney fees; 
   (11) order the Metropolitan Police Department to take such action as the Court 
deems necessary to enforce its order; and 
   (12) direct the respondent to perform or refrain from other actions as may be appro-
priate to the effective resolution of the matter. 
(f) Duration and extension.  A civil protection order shall be in effect for one (1) year 
unless the Court has provided for a lesser period of time. Upon written motion of any 
party to the original proceeding, the Court may extend, rescind or modify an order for 
good cause shown. 
 
COMMENT 
 

The terms of any order against a respondent may require certain conduct and coop-
eration by the petitioner or members of the petitioner's family. In those situations in 
which the Court determines that full relief under this rule cannot reasonably be afforded 
without requiring more substantial conduct, the petitioner may be permitted to consent 
to issuance of an order against both parties. Section (e) tracks the language of D.C. 
Code § 16-1005. 
 
   


