
THE HONORABLE WILLIAM C. PRYOR 
SENIOR JUDGE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS 
 
 Judge William C. Pryor was appointed to the District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals in 1979 by President Jimmy Carter.  He was designated to serve a four-year term 
as Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals from 1984 to 1988. 
 
 Judge Pryor was born and raised in Washington, D.C.  He holds the degrees of 
Bachelor of Arts from Dartmouth College, law degree from Georgetown University Law 
Center, and Master of Laws from the University of Virginia School of Law. 
 
 Following law school, Judge Pryor entered the Civil Division of the United States 
Department of Justice, where he worked for approximately one year.  He then served as 
an Assistant United States Attorney for the District of Columbia and later as an attorney 
for the Bell Telephone Companies.  In 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed 
Judge Pryor to the District of Columbia Court of General Sessions (now Superior Court) 
bench. 
 
 Judge Pryor currently serves as a Distinguished Professor of Law and Resident 
Scholar at the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law, 
where he teaches Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure. 


